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1.​ Aim 

Tockington Manor Nursery aims to provide a high quality, safe and caring setting where 

children feel happy, safe, enjoy learning and flourish, developing their individual qualities and 

abilities. Tockington Manor Nursery provides an enabling environment with enthusiastic 

members of qualified staff, who encourage children to be independent, creative and 

imaginative learners whilst having fun, gaining experiences through holistic, first-hand 

experiences, from a variety of activities, and extra specialist activities (including music, 

swimming, forest school, environmental learning, cooking) and involvement in play. 

This is made possible by Nursery Staff providing an environment that allows opportunities for 

child-led learning, social development, real-life experiences, Forest School, sensory play, 

language development and challenges. 

Tockington Manor Nursery believes play, both indoors and outdoors is how a child’s skill and 

understanding are embedded. Through play, children immerse themselves in areas they are 

interested in. They build on their existing knowledge; they can explore, experiment, and take 

risks with confidence. 

Tockington Manor Nursery aims for each child, when leaving the setting to move onto their 

Primary Education in Reception, as a confident and independent learner. 

This is all made possible through nursery staff having a formulated and well-versed 

pedagogy and schemas. 

What is Pedagogy? 

Pedagogy is the method and practice of how Nursery Staff deliver each area of the 

curriculum to children, based on WHY we do what we do, HOW we do what we do, which 

supports WHAT skill or need is being met or developed.  

What are Schemas (Vygotsky)? 

Schemas are an important part of children’s learning, that demonstrate a child’s repeated 

action or behaviour, helping to organise thoughts to support development and learning; this 

is why staff observe children to enable opportunities to scaffold learning by asking questions, 
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making suggestions, building on existing knowledge, providing opportunities to “think out 

loud”, and providing specific vocabulary. 

2.​ The Early Years Foundation Stage 

The four principles of the EYFS are: 

●​ A Unique Child: constantly learning, is resilient, capable, confident, and 

self-assured. 

●​ Positive Relationships: becomes strong and independent through positive 

relationships. 

●​ Enabling Environments: enabling environments with support from adults who 

respond to individual needs and interests and help children build learning over time. 

●​ Learning and Development: children learn and develop at different rates. 

By providing flexible opportunities for children to engage and interact with the environment 

and people around them, and through play, is how learning is supported and developed. 

Each principle has been chosen to ensure nursery staff are able to offer the best learning 

environment for every child. 

The overall aim of the EYFS curriculum is to ensure that children purposefully develop 

across the required seven areas of learning for EYFS, before they begin Key Stage 1 which 

are: 

Prime Areas of Learning and Development 

●​ Communication and Language 

●​ Personal, Social, and Emotional development 

●​ Physical development 

Specific Areas of Learning and Development 

●​ Literacy 

●​ Mathematics 

●​ Understanding the World 

●​ Expressive Arts and Design 

 

3.​ Staff responsibilities 
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All staff are continually: 

●​ open, honest, and positive 

●​ providing supportive relationships with the children 

●​ working with children underpinning the ethos of the key person to ensure good 

relationships are formed 

●​ ensuring that every child feels listened to and that they feel safe and secure 

●​ being good role models and helping scaffold positive attitudes to learning so children 

enjoy their experiences 

●​ sensitive and responsive to each child’s wellbeing to develop the whole child 

●​ carrying out meaningful interactions with the children, providing encouragement and 

enthusiasm 

●​ providing a learning environment that is relaxed and supportive with opportunity for 

observation, interaction, and further exploration of interests and activities 

4.​ How is the EYFS implemented? 

All staff: - 

●​ actively encourage children to learn through play and follow their own interests 

●​ implement an ethos based on the EYFS Statutory Framework through play and 

activity-based curriculum  

●​ provide a variety of exciting activities indoors that allow for structured and 

unstructured play, free choice, and opportunities for quiet times when needed 

●​ provide activities in the outdoor environment where children have firsthand 

experience of solving real-life problems and partake in discovery and risk based 

(supervised) play 

●​ provide a balance of adult led and child-initiated activities 

●​ ensure that children will experience challenge and enjoyment. We will ensure the 

children find their learning engaging and motivating, encouraging high aspirations 

●​ will encourage Personalisation and choice - we will respond to individual needs and 

support interests 

●​ Support children in making successful transitions from Nursery to Reception 

4.1​Introduction to Tockington Manor Nursery Provisions and Specialist Activities 
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Tockington Manor School Nursery is contained within its own building and has access to the 

surrounding facilities and 28 acres of land. This includes the School hall, swimming pool, 

astro court, adventure playground, small woodland, and top / bottom field. 

There is always a rich variety of activities on offer for each group using their available 

classrooms; this includes free flow between rooms and the outdoor environment.  

The nursery provides a specialist timetable where children partake in the following activities, 

which strengthen the EYFS relationships with Lower School and Upper School teachers. 

 Woodpeckers Owls 

Monday Music Music 

Tuesday Environmental Walk Swimming 

Wednesday Cooking French 

Thursday French Environmental Walk 

Friday Dance Drama 3 week rolling plan for 

Games / Cookery / Dance 

Drama 

The Woodpeckers have access to two classrooms: 

●​ their main room (which is split into two) 

●​ the Nest – for small group activities, or quiet space 

●​ a dining room 

●​ a sleep room 

●​ outside area.  

The Owls have three adjoining rooms that offers free flow, promoting confidence and 

independence under staff supervision: 

●​ role playroom 

●​ quiet room 

●​ craft room 

●​ dining room (cooking)  

●​ working garden 

●​ outdoor area.  
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The Owls and Woodpeckers also have access to the Nursery’s wrap round garden 

consisting of a patio area, a working garden, sensory garden, as well as the school grounds, 

School hall and swimming pool (Owls only).  

The Nursery garden was recently updated and now includes areas to promote 

communication, motivation, and physical skills alongside social skills. There are many tactile 

plants encouraging children to touch and smell to stimulate the senses. The pergola 

provides shade and a quiet area for children to share books and independently select their 

activities. 

4.2​Observations / assessments / planning  

Observations 
 
At Tockington Manor Nursery and School, we are constantly observing and assessing the 

children. We take photographs to show the children’s experiences and achievements. This 

also informs the parents of their child’s interests at Nursery and gives an insight into the 

learning opportunities they are taking part in. Nursery and Reception staff make entries on 

Tapestry at regular intervals, sharing each child’s learning with their parents. 

Observations (planned and spontaneous) recorded for each child, inform planning so that 

there are clear links to what staff have observed the children do, in relation to what is being 

planned and carried out. Planning responds to the child’s individual ongoing needs, 

interests, and achievements, with learning opportunities being provided in adult-led and 

child-initiated activities. Staff evaluate and review weekly activities that are on offer. 

Tapestry 

Tapestry is a two-way secure online educational platform that provides parents with an 

individual log in to their child’s profile (which can be shared with other family members). 

Tapestry enables Nursery staff to record each child’s achievements and progress including 

observations, examples of artwork and photographs that are shared instantly with parents. 

Parents are also able to reciprocate sharing experiences and celebration from home.  

Planning 

Staff plan on a weekly basis, activities suitable for the age range of each group. Planning 

considers different developmental areas, relating to the curriculum ethos. Planning is based 
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on the individual child’s interest and needs, allowing opportunities in the day for staff 

observations.  

Assessments 

Tockington Manor School Nursery provides the following reports: 

●​ Settling in 

●​ 2-year-old check 

●​ January Progress Summary of the Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning 

●​ Summer Progress Summary Full Report 

​

Settling in reports are written within the first full term of each child’s attendance start date. 

2-year check (Woodpeckers), between the age of 24 and 36 months, nursery staff carry out 

a 2-year-old check that consists of the three prime areas of learning. In addition to this 

Nursery staff complete regular observations during each child’s time in the Woodpeckers 

showing the child’s progress and what the next steps to learning would be. 

January Progress Report details the child’s development (witnessed at Nursery) in the 

follow areas: Playing and Exploring, Active Learning and Creating and Thinking Critically, 

based on observations and activities completed. This is discussed with parent / carers during 

the first academic individual parents meeting. 

Summer Progress Report is a comprehensive report discussed with parents / carers during 

individual parent’s meetings. 

​

All paperwork and records are available for parents to see relating to their child at any time. 

Staff are always on hand to discuss a child’s progress informally; if parents or staff feel it is 

necessary or have a concern, or during the Woodpeckers and Owls end of year summary 

before the child moves to their next class.​

 

Parental Partnership 

We encourage parental partnership by asking parents to share with us their child’s interests 

by sending in messages, photos, and pieces of work, of what their child is doing at home or 

when out and about. This can also be shared via Tapestry. 
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Child observations are continually completed throughout Nursery as good practice and 

enable Nursery staff to plan challenging and exciting activities that are effective, building on 

previous knowledge, and extending their learning. 

Version History 
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